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Late Edition 
Today, a mixture of clouds and sun- 
shine, chilly, high 48. Tonight, 
patchy clouds, low 38. Tomorrow, 
plenty of sunshine, still chilly, high 
49. Weather map is on Page C8. 
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US. TO CONSIDER 
SPECIAL COUNSEL 
IN URANIUM DEAL 


CLINTON IN CROSS HAIRS 


Fear That Justice Dept. Is 
Being Used to Attack 
President’s Rivals 


By MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT 
and MAGGIE HABERMAN 


WASHINGTON — The Justice 
Department said Monday that 
prosecutors were looking into 
whether a special counsel should 
be appointed to investigate poli- 
tical rivals President Trump has 
singled out for scrutiny, including 
Hillary Clinton. 

The department, in a letter sent 
to the House Judiciary Commit- 
tee, said the prosecutors would 
examine allegations that dona- 
tions to the Clinton Foundation 
were tied to a 2010 decision by the 
Obama administration to allow a 
Russian nuclear agency to pur- 
chase Uranium One, a company 
that owned access to uranium in 
the United States, and other is- 
sues, like Mrs. Clinton’s emails. 

Any such investigation would 
raise questions about the inde- 
pendence of federal investiga- 
tions under Mr. Trump. Since Wa- 
tergate, the Justice Department 
has largely operated independ- 
ently of political influence on 
cases related to the president’s op- 
ponents. 

The letter appeared to be a di- 
rect response to Mr. Trump’s 
statements on Nov. 3, when he 
said he was disappointed with his 
beleaguered attorney general, 
Jeff Sessions, and that longstand- 
ing unproven allegations about 
the Clintons and the Obama ad- 
ministration should be investi- 
gated. 

Mr. Trump’s statement galva- 
nized conservative news outlets 
— like Fox News and Breitbart 
News — which have since beaten 
the drum for a special prosecutor 
to be appointed. 

People close to the White House 
said there might be another issue 
at play: Mr. Sessions might be 
able to forestall the president fir- 
ing him by appointing a special 
counsel to investigate the ura- 
nium deal. 

Mr. Trump blames Mr. Sessions 
for the cloud of the Russia investi- 
gation that has hovered over his 
10-month presidency, saying that 
if Mr. Sessions had never recused 
himself from the inquiry earlier 
this year the special counsel, 
Robert S. Mueller III, would never 
have been appointed. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Sessions is 
scheduled to testify before the 
House Judiciary Committee, 
where he is expected to be ques- 
tioned sharply by both Republi- 
cans and Democrats. The letter 
was a reply to formal requests 
from congressional Republicans 
for a Justice Department inquiry 
into various Clinton-related is- 
sues. 
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A Desperate Search Through Rubble 


Iranians removed bodies and searched for survivors on Monday after a powerful earthquake killed more than 450 people. Page A8. 
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After Drug Wars, a Dangerous Battle Over Soda 


By ANDREW JACOBS 
and MATT RICHTEL 


BOGOTA, Colombia — It began 
with menacing phone calls, 
strange malfunctions of the office 
computers, and men in parked 
cars photographing the entrance 
to the small consumer advocacy 
group’s offices. 

Then at dusk one day last De- 
cember, Dr. Esperanza Cerón, the 
head of the organization, said she 
noticed two strange men on 
motorcycles trailing her Chevy 
sedan as she headed home from 
work. She tried to lose them in Bo- 
gota’s rush-hour traffic, but they 
edged up to her car and pounded 


Colombian Campaign 
for Drink Tax Draws 
Intimidation 


on the windows. 

“If you don’t keep your mouth 
shut,’ one man shouted, she re- 
called in a recent interview, “you 
know what the consequences will 
be.” 

The episode, which Dr. Cerón 
reported to federal investigators, 
was reminiscent of the intimida- 
tion often used against those who 
challenged the drug cartels that 


once dominated Colombia. But the 
narcotics trade was not the target 
of Dr. Cerón and her colleagues. 
Their work had upset a different 
multibillion-dollar industry: the 
makers of soda and other sugar- 
sweetened beverages. 

Their organization, Educar 
Consumidores, was the most visi- 
ble proponent of a proposed 20 
percent tax on sugary drinks that 
was heading for a vote that month 
in Colombia’s Legislature. The 
group had raised money, rallied 
allies to the cause and produced a 
provocative television ad that 
warned consumers how sugar- 
laden beverages can lead to obes- 
ity and diet-related illnesses like 


Continued on Page A10 
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A neighborhood grocery in Bogotá, where soda is often less expensive than bottled water. 


Theft May Add 
Clue in Killing 
Of Green Beret 


This article is by John Ismay, Eric 
Schmitt and Thomas Gibbons-Neff. 


WASHINGTON — Two Navy 
SEAL commandos under investi- 
gation in the strangling of an 
Army Green Beret soldier in June 
in Mali have also been under scru- 
tiny in the theft of money from a 
fund used to pay confidential in- 
formants, according to three serv- 
ice members briefed on the mat- 
ter. 

One Navy official said that mili- 
tary authorities investigated the 
allegations earlier this year and 
concluded there was insufficient 
evidence to take any criminal or 
other disciplinary action against 
the commandos, who are mem- 
bers of the elite SEAL Team 6. But 
another former member of the 
unit said the inquiry was continu- 
ing. 

The revelations may shed light 
on a possible motive in the death 
of Staff Sgt. Logan J. Melgar, a 34- 
year-old veteran of two tours in 
Afghanistan, in the embassy 
housing he shared in the Malian 
capital, Bamako, with the two 
Navy commandos, who were on a 
secret counterterrorism mission 
in the impoverished West African 
nation. 

Sergeant Melgar’s killing 
marked the latest violent death 
under mysterious circumstances 
for American troops on little- 
known missions in that region of 
Africa. Four American soldiers 
were killed in an ambush last 
month in neighboring Niger while 


Continued on Page A6 
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WOMAN ACCUSES 
MOORE OF ATTACK 
WHEN SHE WAS 16 


THE FIFTH TO SPEAK OUT 


Threat to Block Alabama 
Candidate From the 
Senate if He Wins 


By JONATHAN MARTIN 
and SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 


WASHINGTON — An Alabama 
woman accused Roy S. Moore on 
Monday of sexually assaulting 
her when she was 16, the fifth and 
most brutal charge leveled 
against the Republican Senate 
candidate. Senate Republicans 
are now openly discussing not 
seating him or expelling him if he 
wins the Dec. 12 special election. 

The new accuser, Beverly 
Young Nelson, told a packed news 
conference in New York that Mr. 
Moore attacked her when she was 
a teenager and he was a prosecu- 
tor in Etowah County, Ala. Ms. 
Nelson was represented at the 
news conference by Gloria Allred, 
alawyer who has championed vic- 
tims of sexual harassment. 

“I tried fighting him off, while 
yelling at him to stop, but instead 
of stopping, he began squeezing 
my neck, attempting to force my 
head onto his crotch,” Ms. Nelson 
said, growing 
emotional as 
she described 
the assault, 
which she said 
happened one 
night after her 
shift ended at a 
local restau- 
rant, where she 
was a waitress. 

She said that Beverly Young 
Mr. Moore Nelson 
warned her that 
“no one will be- 
lieve you” if she told anyone about 
the encounter in his car. 

Ms. Allred displayed a year- 
book that Ms. Nelson said had 
been signed by Mr. Moore, and the 
writing mirrored other examples 
of Mr. Moore’s signature. 

Even before the news confer- 
ence, Mr. Moore’s campaign de- 
scribed Ms. Allred as “a sensa- 
tionalist leading a witch hunt, and 
she is only around to create a 
spectacle.” The statement denied 
again “any sexual misconduct 
with anyone” by Mr. Moore. 

But in Washington, those deni- 
als were increasingly dismissed. 
Senator Mitch McConnell, Repub- 
lican of Kentucky, the majority 
leader, said, “I believe the wom- 
en.” Senator Cory Gardner of Col- 
orado, the head of the Senate Re- 
publican campaign arm, said the 
Senate should vote to expel Mr. 


Continued on Page A19 


There, Too 


Capitol Hill joins Hollywood, 
Silicon Valley and other industries 
under scrutiny for sexual har- 
assment. Page A19. 


New High Blood Pressure Norm to Affect Millions 


By GINA KOLATA 


The nation’s leading heart ex- 
perts on Monday issued new 
guidelines for high blood pressure 
that mean tens of millions more 
Americans will meet the criteria 
for the condition, and will need to 
change their lifestyles or take 
medicines to treat it. 

Under the guidelines, formu- 
lated by the American Heart As- 
sociation and the American Col- 
lege of Cardiology, the number of 
men under age 45 with a diagnosis 
of high blood pressure will triple, 
and the prevalence among women 
under age 45 will double. 

“Those numbers are scary,” 
said Dr. Robert M. Carey, profes- 


Need for Medication or 
Lifestyle Change Will 


Soar Dramatically 


sor of medicine at the University 
of Virginia and co-chair of the 
committee that wrote the new 
guidelines. 

The number of adults with high 
blood pressure, or hypertension, 
will rise to 103 million from 72 mil- 
lion under the previous standard. 
But the number of people who are 
new candidates for drug treat- 
ment will rise only by an estimat- 
ed 4.2 million people, he said. To 


reach the goals others may have 
to take more drugs or increase the 
dosages. 

Few risk factors are as impor- 
tant to health. High blood pres- 
sure is second only to smoking as 
a preventable cause of heart at- 
tacks and strokes, and heart dis- 
ease remains the leading killer of 
Americans. 

If Americans act on the guide- 
lines and lower their blood pres- 
sure by exercising more and eat- 
ing a healthier diet, or with drug 
therapy, they could drive an al- 
ready falling death rate from 
heart attacks and stroke even 
lower, experts said. 

Now, high blood pressure will 


Continued on Page A20 


Battered in N.F-L., Then Thwarted on Payouts 


By KEN BELSON 


The families of debilitated for- 
mer N.EL. players say the league 
is obstructing their access to an 
estimated $1 billion settlement 
over concussions by reflexively 
rejecting valid claims and bogging 
down the process with unreason- 
able demands. 

After a contentious five-year 
fight between the league and 
many former players who had ac- 
cused the N.EL. of hiding the dan- 
gers of head trauma, the two sides 
agreed in 2015 to a settlement that 
covers nearly every former player 
for the next 65 years. 

Now the families and their law- 
yers describe a succession of 


90 Percent of Claims in 
a Concussion Deal 
Await Approval 


roadblocks as they try to claim 
payouts, from as little as a few 
thousand dollars to potentially 
several million dollars, to help 
thousands of retired players left 
mentally infirm, in some cases se- 
verely, from years of hits and tack- 
les on the league’s fields. 

Of 1,400 claims filed so far, 140 
have been approved, which legal 
experts say is startlingly low. The 
remaining 90 percent of those 


claims are in the process of being 
evaluated or have been sent back 
to the players and their lawyers to 
amend before they can be ap- 
proved. 

The 140 approved claims are 
worth $195 million, but the N.EL. 
has written checks for only $100 
million. The remainder is ex- 
pected to be released after ap- 
peals are exhausted. The league 
has appealed eight awards that 
the administrator granted, and 12 
players have appealed their 
awards, calling them too low. The 
administrator also randomly au- 
dits 10 percent of all claims. 

When the league agreed to the 
settlement several years ago, re- 
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Jeers for U.S. at Climate Talks 


BUSINESS DAY B1-8 
A Giant Shrinks Its Footprint 


NATIONAL A13-20 


Veterans Battle a Bureaucracy 
Jonathan Bey, above, is one of more 
than 470,000 veterans who have faced a 
wall of denials and delays in their fight 
for disability benefits. PAGE Al6 


From One Tempest to Another 
In Hurricane Maria’s aftermath, many 
in Puerto Rico have been deeply trau- 
matized, health officials say. | PAGE A13 


The Trump administration’s debut at 
the United Nations climate conference 
in Germany, was met with heckling and 
harsh questions. PAGE A9 


NEW YORK A21-24 


Master of Big Donations 

Since the beginning of 2015, Gov. Andrew 
M. Cuomo has raised over 99 percent of 
his campaign money from contributions 
larger than $1,000. PAGE A21 


Menendez Jurors Can’t Agree 
The judge in the corruption trial of 
Senator Robert Menendez asked the 
panel to try again on Tuesday. PAGE A21 


SCIENCE TIMES D1-8 


Second-Guess the Swatter 

Flies do more than annoy us. Pollinat- 
ing plants and cleaning up carcasses 
are a few of their other jobs. PAGE D1 


SPORTSTUESDAY B9-12 


Unanimous Rookies of the Year 


Two sluggers, Aaron Judge and Cody 
Bellinger, won convincingly. PAGE B9 


General Electric announced that it 
would cut its dividend for only the 
second time since the Great Depression 
as part of its plan to make the company 
smaller and more focused. PAGE Bl 


SPECIAL SECTION F1-18 


Navigating Uncertainty 

A DealBook special section looks at how 
managing the rapid change wrought by 
politics, technology and social media is 
testing the business world. 


EDITORIAL, OP-ED A26-27 


Susan E. Rice PAGE A27 


ARTS C1-7 


A Cause for Laughter 

Jon Stewart and Robert Smigel discuss 
their annual benefit for autism groups 
and talk about how comedy is shaped 
by the internet and politics. PAGE Cl 
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